
Special points of interest:  

 

ASL Crossword Puzzle  
http://www.lessontutor.com/jmASLcross1.html  
 

http://dictionary.reference.com/  
 

http://www.onelook.com/reverse-
dictionary.shtml  
 

http://www.yourdictionary.com/
specialty.html  

"It is the vision of WYRID to reach out to all stakeholders within the state of Wyoming 
for the purpose of providing communication access and to unify us together as a cohe-
sive group. WYRID will accomplish this by promoting ownership through membership, 

training, and mentorship opportunities in a safe and supportive environment."  
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Inside this issue: 

Hello all!  

I hope you all are staying healthy and 

warm as we make our way through 

winter!  

Many exciting events are happening or 

have recently happened.  Let me fill 
you in!  
 

First and foremost... SAVE THE DATE !  

Saturday, May 1 st will be our 
spring WyRID workshop to be held 

in Cheyenne.  This workshop 
promises to be interesting and 

worthwhile for educational and 
community interpreters alike.  We 

are really trying to keep costs very 
low in the hopes that those of you 

who must travel will still be able to 
participate.  Full information will 

be available in the next few weeks.  
Please mark your calendars!!!  

 

Permit regulations (Wyoming state 
standards) for educational inter-

preters have now been signed by 
the governor and will take effect by 

June 2011.  Please refer to our 

website under the head òEd Terp 
Permitó (Chapter 6; Section 2 Per-

mits) for the full copy of the permit 
through PTSB.  This is exciting 

stuff and really moves our state 
forward in formal recognition of 

our profession!  This is also a time 
for all of us to support one another 

in the education arena as we pre-

pare to satisfy requirements for 

these standards.  As a reminderéif 
you need or want to take the EIPA, 

it will be offered in Casper in April.  
Info is available on the WyRID web-

site under the tab òTrainingó. 
 

Many of you are familiar with Aimee 

Sieberlich ð a dynamic leader and 
interpreter.   As of December 31 st, 

Aimee relinquished her position as 
our Region IV representative.  Chris 

Grooms, from Texas, has succeeded 
her as our representative.  Iõve had 

the pleasure of working with Chris 
in the past and attending his work-

shops.  He is terrific and Iõm looking 
forward to working with him.  

Aimee will be truly missed.  How-
ever, she will continue to operate 

the Leadership Institute, which she 
founded.  We wish her well!  

 

The Colorado RID Conference will be 
held in Denver the weekend of April 

16 -18 th .  All information regarding 
the conference may be found at 

www.coloradorid.org.  Early -bird 
registration is nearing deadline, so 

check it out.  Colorado always pre-
sents a great conference and plenty 

of opportunities for gathering CEUs 
and socializing!  

 

I think that is all of the noteworthy    

news items for now.  I hope, for each of 
you, this new year is progressing 

smoothly and successfully so far.  As 
always, feel free to contact me or any 

other board member with any concern 
or question that you may have.  Our 

contact information can be found on 
our website www.wyrid.org . 
 

Take care!  

Denise= WyRID President  

From Our President 

Winter 2009 
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An Historical Event for Wyoming  
By Todd L. Corbett, BA, ME  

Associate Lecturer, Department of Communication Disorders, University of Wyoming  

April 15th  
DEAFology 101 

See flyer opposite page 
 

April 16 -18th 
Colorado RID 

Denver, CO 
www.coloradorid.org  

 

April 30 -May 1st, 

2010 

3rd Annual National Sign 

Language & Interpreting 

Conference  

Anaheim, CA 

Earn up to 1.9 CEUs in 2 

days 

http://www.ohsoez.com 

May 1st 
WyRID Spring 

Conference 

April  

Beyond  

WYRID 

 After many months of coordinating and 

retaining sponsors, plans have been finalized 

for the first-ever, Deaf comedian to come to 

Wyoming. I strongly encourage you to attend 

this comedy show. It will be held at the Uni-

versity of Wyoming in Laramie. It is free and 

open to the public. 

 Our presenter, Ken Glickman, is a well-

known author, humorist, and comedian in the 

Deaf World (USA). His alter ego is Prof Glick.  

I personally have not met Mr. Glickman, nor 

seen his act, however I did hear of him during 

my years at Gallaudet University. I  have spo-

ken with him via Video Relay Service (VRS) 

for hours and he is a nice guy! 

 Please get this information out to eve-

ryone you know who are Deaf, know Ameri-

can Sign Language and Deaf culture, students 

and peers. I want everyone to come and experi-

ence this opportunity to see a real Deaf come-

dian and be a part of this history-making event. 

 Please refer to the flyer (opposite page) 

for date, time and location- as well as a listed 

website for more information on this specific 

event- or check out Ken Glickmanôs website 

for further information and/or clips. It is: 

 

www.deafology.com/flash/index-home.html 

 

Hope to see you there! 

 Since stepping down as WYRIDôs President, I have more free time to 

do fun thing like.écross-country skiing, reading for pleasure, etc.  (Denise, are 

you jealous?)  I want to express my deep thanks to the awesome Board I have 

had for the past 4 years and to you, the members, who have pitched in when 

needed. 

 Now a little something about me the ñMemberò; I grew up in our 

neighboring state, Montana, graduated for Montana State University in Physical 

Education, moved to Casper, Wyoming in 1980, married my husband, Tom, and 

had 2 children.  My daughter was recently married outside of Shell, WY this 

summer.  Her wedding was 2 days after I got back from the National RID Con-

ference in Philadelphia. (I think she hates her motheréSMILE)  My favorite 

hobby is scuba diving, which is bum luck since I live in a land-locked state.  My 

favorite scuba diving venture to date was my 2008 trip to the Galapagos Islands.  

Swimming with Whale Sharks was on the top of my bucket list.  I saw ten of 

theménow I can die in peace! 

 Donôt forget the Spring Conference is coming!  Iôll be thereé.I hope to 

see you! 

ñOld Presidents donôt die, they just smell that way!ò HaHa  

Meet a Member:  

Darla Sullins  

http://www.ohsoez.com
http://www.deafology.com/flash/index-home.html


http://www.uwyo.edu/comdis


 
 

 I know what you are thinkingéthat we went 

to the Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf (RID) Na-

tional Conference just for their Philly Cheesesteak 

sandwiches.  Well, we may have chewed, but we did-

nôt swallow.  Seriously, the RID Conference was 

amazing!  Having never experienced a RID National 

Conference, I didnôt know if I would be blown-away 

or disappointed.  I would say on a scale of 0 to 10, it 

was an 8-9 for me.  First of all, the number of those 

present surpassed any previous national conference.  It 

was mind-boggling to see so many interpreters in one 

place!  It was equally mind-boggling to try and decide 

on which workshops to attend. There were so many 

from which to choose!   Sometimes we would try the 

ñdivide-and-conquerò approach.  Each going to a dif-

ferent workshop then sharing what we learned.  How-

ever, let me start at the beginningé. 

 The last week of July 2009, Gail Schenfisch, 

Jennifer Shearer, and I met in the ñCity of Brotherly 

Loveò, Philadelphia.  Jennifer, WYRIDôs former 

President, flew in from Alaska where she now resides.  

Catching up with her was an extra bonus.  We came a 

few days early so we could walk through as much 

history as our feet could endure.  We saw the Liberty 

Bell, stood in the very spot where our forefathers de-

bated and signed the Declaration of Independence and 

the Constitution of the United States, spent time in the 

Benjamin Franklin museum, and saw many more 

amazing reflections of our past!  It is revolutionary to 

not only hear, but actually see history!  As you can 

tell, I am somewhat of a history buff. 

 After we got a good feel for the city, we set-

tled in to the rhythm of the Conference.  My only 

complaint of both the Opening and Closing Ceremony 

was the inadequate amount of chocolate!  Most of the 

workshops were in sign.  So not only did we have the 

opportunity expand our knowledge, but also expand 

our receptive stills. I think I filled as many pages with 

new sign options as I did with knowledge based infor-

mation.  There was a track for educational interpreters, 

but you could also attend workshops on medical, legal, 

and other areas of interest.  One of my favorite work-

shops was ñInterpreting Foreign Language Instructionò.  

Talk about tackling a difficult interpreting situation!  

There I saw a man from a Central American Country get 

up and speak in Spanish, while the interpreter converted 

it to American Sign Language (ASL) without any pause. 

Wow!  (For those who may not know, Spanish Sign 

Language (SSL) is completely different from ASL.) 

 Other highlights include: 

Business Meeting: I thought it was going 

to be boring, but it turned out to be a 

great experience.  Everyone was given 

the opportunity to contribute their 

ideas and concerns.  Some of my pre-

viously held opinions changed as I 

was exposed to other points of views.  

Also, actually voting on issues made 

me feel like this wasnôt just an organi-

zation; this was my organization. 

IEIS Member Section Meeting:  IEIS stands for Inter-

preters in Educational and Instructional Settings.  It was 

a great meeting, and I was quite impressed with the lead-

ers of this Section!  I most happily had the occasion to 

sit next to Dr. Brenda Schick.  As you may know, she is 

the co-creator of the Educational Interpreter Perform-

ance Assessment (EIPA).  We shared stories, and I 

found her to be very open, and supportive of educational 

interpreters.  I would like to encourage all interpreters in 

education to visit the IEIS website at http://

www.ieisms.com. 

 Hope you enjoyed my brazen attempt to take an 

amazing 3-D Conference full of activity, color and ex-

citement, and condense it into a few mediocre words on 

flat mediaé.but come to think of it, the same thing hap-

pens to us when someone tries to write our obituary! 

  Iôll leave you with a picture of me with the 

national RID President, Cheryl Moose.  Thanks for lis-

tening! 

 

 

 

2009 RID Conference: Philadelphia  
By Darla Sullins  

WYRID 
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