
Special points of interest:  

 

ASL Crossword Puzzle  
http://www.lessontutor.com/jmASLcross1.html  
 

http://dictionary.reference.com/  
 

http://www.onelook.com/reverse-
dictionary.shtml  
 

http://www.yourdictionary.com/

"It is the vision of WYRID to reach out to all stakeholders within the state of Wyoming 
for the purpose of providing communication access and to unify us together as a cohe-
sive group. WYRID will accomplish this by promoting ownership through membership, 

training, and mentorship opportunities in a safe and supportive environment."  
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Inside this issue: 

Hello All!  

     I am Denise Morse, the new WYRID 

president for the 2009-2011 term.  I am 

SO excited to join you in supporting one 

another in our interpreting profession!  I 

am humbled at the thought of being your 

new leader of WYRID. 

     Before I share a few of my thoughts, I 

would like to express my gratitude to 

Darla Sullins, our last WYRID president.  

Throughout her term, she led us to make 

educated and positive changes in Wyo-

ming state standards for educational inter-

preters; was a key player in bringing 

about the legislation that accepted ASL as 

a foreign language linked to the Hatha-

way Scholarship; and encouraged the 

growth of our personal interpreting abil-

ity; as well as, many other accomplish-

ments.  We will all truly miss her, and I 

thank her for bringing us so far.  She 

wonôt be far away, though, as she will 

still be sitting on the board as our Imme-

diate Past President.  Thank you, Darla! 

     Being president, I would first like to 

extend my hand to every educational and 

community interpreter in the state, as well 

as, teachers for the Deaf and others asso-

ciated with deaf services in the state of 

Wyoming.   In this time of increasing stan-

dards and requirements for interpreters 

everywhere, I want us to reach out and 

support one another.  WYRID can be a 

safe place to learn, grow, and prosper!  We 

will strive to continue to provide great 

workshops applicable for every interpreter 

in order to build our professionalism and 

networking opportunities.  Weôre all in this 

together! 

     An issue to be addressed soon is the 

implementation of the state standards for 

educational interpreters.  I want us, collec-

tively, to continue to help and support each 

other as we prepare for these standards to 

take effect.  This is truly a positive and 

encouraging step forward in our profession 

and together we can make this transition 

smooth for all that are involved. 

     WYRID will also be working together 

with the Department of Education and the 

outreach consultants in providing training 

and networking through the WEN video 

series starting in January.  This will be a 

great time to learn together and see one 

another on a regular basis!  More info to 

comeé. 

     ANDéitôs not too soon to be thinking 

about the spring workshop!  Plans are al-

ready in the works, but if you have great 

ideas for workshop topics, please let me 

know. 

     Thank you again for allowing me to be 

your leader.  Check out the website and 

please contact me anytime you have 

thoughts or ideas. 
Peace~ 

Denise 

From Our New President 

2009 



American Sign Language Teacher Association (ASLTA), 

National Conference 
By Maria Nolan, MA, M.SpEd, NBCT  

December 1st, 2009 

 
Logistics of Leadership 

Part II: the Details 
http://www.rid.org 

Colorado workshops 

 

December 2nd, 2009 

 
Coffee and Conversation 

with Legal Personnel: 

Victimôs Advocateshttp://

www.rid.org 

Colorado workshops 
 

January 22, 2010 

 
Authentic Supervision & 

Coordination 
http://www.rid.org 

Colorado workshops 

April 30-May 1st, 

2010 
 

3rd Annual National Sign 

Language & Interpreting 

Conference  

Anaheim, CA 
http://www.ohsoez.com/ 

 

Calendar of Events  

December  January  Save the Date  

WYRID 

The American Sign Language Teacher Association 

(ASLTA) had their fifth Biennial National Conference 

on October 29th-November 1st, 2009 in Phoenix, Ari-

zona.  There were more than 350 teachers of Ameri-

can Sign Language (ASL) in attendance from all over 

the United States.  Session topics included a variety of 

implementation ideas for good ASL instruction, the 5 

Côs of teaching foreign language, and how we now 

have 4 ASL teacher preparation opportunities.  It was 

jammed packed with ideas for rubrics for good assess-

ment, how to become a properly certified ASL in-

structor as well as many other inspiring activities. 

 

It is outstanding to see how far we have come with the 

acceptance of American Sign Language not only in 

the foreign language world, but also within the univer-

sity world of higher learning. States are becoming 

more and more aware of the standards the ASLTA 

organization has developed for consistent expectations 

of quality ASL instruction.  This is a crucial time as 

we are seeing more courses offered in high school 

settings. 

 

ASLTA certification offers three levels for ASL 

teachers: Provisional, Qualified and Professional and 

also has recommendations for maximum class size 

and other considerations for teaching ASL.  Their web 

site contains more information and may be accessed 

at: http://www.aslta.org 

 

This awareness of the ASL teaching standards is nec-

essary as Wyoming is in the process of developing 

guidelines for those individuals who will be teaching 

ASL within the K-12 and post-secondary settings.   

http://www.aslta.org/


A Tree Grows in Casper:  

Dean and Iola Cosner Honored  

The long-awaited plaque. 

Community members gather to show their respect. 

The living memorial. 

On September 19th at 5:00 

p.m., about 40 friends and 

family of Dean and Iola 

Cosner gathered at the old 

Wyoming School for the 

Deaf campus in Casper to 

celebrate the Cosners and 

their contributions to the 

Deaf community of Wyo-

ming.  

 

A plaque was dedicated in 

their honor from both the 

Deaf Association of Wyo-

ming and WYRID.  The 

dedication included a warm 

welcome from Denise 

Morse, our new WYRID 

president and a short fam-

ily thank you from John 

Cosner of Gillette (one of 

Dean and Iolaôs four sons).  

A dinner, sponsored by 

Wyoming Relay, was pro-

vided after the dedication.  

Those in attendance were 

able to chat and catch up 

on old times. 

 

Dean and Iola were two of 

the original members of the 

Deaf Association of Wyo-

ming, as well as helping to 

establish the Wyoming 

�,�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�H�U�¶�V���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H��
(WIC)  in 1977.  The WIC 

was the first organization 

in the state for interpreter 

development and training. 

 

Did you know that Wyo-

ming actually had its own 

certification system set up 

in the early 1980ôs for 

about 4 years?  Dean and 

Iola encouraged many in-

terpreters to learn more 

about the profession and 

further develop their skills. 

 

Dean, a sheep rancher who 

lived in Wright, Wyoming 

for many years of his life, 

passed away in the Spring 

of 2005 from cancer.  He 

attended the Omaha School 

for the Deaf as a child and 

will be remembered by 

many interpreters as a man 

with passion for what is 

right in Deaf education.  

 

 Iola currently resides in 

Gillette, Wyoming.  Iola 

also attended the Omaha 

School for the deaf.  She 

raised 4 boys on the ranch 

and also worked in Gillette 

at the newspaper for many 

years.  Iola was unable to 

make the trip to Casper due 

to health issues. 

Dean and Iolaôs sons: John 

Cosner and wife Maggie of 

Gillette and Danny Cosner 

and wife Carleen of Buf-

falo, were able to attend the 

celebration as family repre-

sentatives. 

 

For more information 

about Dean and his life 

visit: 

http://

www.stevensonandsons.co

m/Miles%20City/2005%

20Obit/Obit,%20Cosner,%

20Dean.htm 

By Gail Schenfisch 

2009  2009 Fall Edition 


